Travel and Tours

Biblical Turkey & Greece
16 Days (14 nights)

Your 16 Day ltinerary

Day 1 Depart Toronto

Meet at Toronto Airport for departure to Istanbul. Enjoy complimentary meals and beverage service during the
overnight direct flight.

Day 2 Istanbul
On arrival to Istanbul, we meet our Tour Manager at the airport and transfer to our hotel. This evening, we will
enjoy a welcome dinner at a restaurant overlooking the famous Golden Horn. (D)

Day 3 Istanbul

Today we have a full day city tour of magnificent Istanbul, the city that links the two continents of Asia and
Europe. Visit Topkapi Palace of the Sultans; Hagia Sophia, the magnificent former Christian Basilica; the
Chora Church with its Byzantine artworks; the Blue Mosque and the Grand Bazaar, with over 4000 little
shops. (B, D)

Day 4 Istanbul

After breakfast, we will have a relaxing day to enjoy the beauties of Istanbul. This morning, we enjoy the Turkish
tea at Pierre Loti Cafe, located on a beautifully treed hilltop overlooking the Golden Horn. The cafe takes its
name from a regular visitor, Julien Viaud, a French naval officer who wrote novels under the pen name of Pierre
Loti. He used to come here to contemplate the city he had come to love. He wrote some of his works as he sat
in this cafe enjoying the view. This afternoon, we have a boat trip along the Bosphorus. Our dinner this
evening will be at a local fish restaurant on the Bosphorus. (B, D)

Day 5 Istanbul / 1zmir / Sardis / Philadelphia / Pamukkale

This morning, we transfer to the airport for a flight to Izmir, third largest city of Turkey. Meet our local Guide in
Izmir and drive to Sardis, the dead church. Remember “you seem alive but you are actually dead” (Rev. 3: 1-6).
Continue to Philadelphia, "the perfect church,"” the only church of which John had no real criticism (Rev. 3: 7-
13). (B, D)

Day 6 Pamukkale

Wake up to the sounds of birds and a morning swim in the hotel's thermal pool. Today, we visit the ancient
Roman city of Hierapolis, where St. Philip was martyred during the persecutions ordered by Domitian in the
period of his tyrannical reign of terror. Hierapolis is located on the top of a hill where you can see the famous
natural wonder, the white “cotton fortress”. Your next stop is Laodicea, one of the Seven Churches of Asia Minor
[Rev. 1:11; 3:14; Col. 2:1; 4:13-16]. When you see the city of Hierapolis from a distance, you may have an idea
why the Laodicians were "neither hot nor cold but lukewarm" as it reads in the Bible. (B, D)

Day 7 Pamukkale / Ephesus / Kusadasi

Today will be one of the highlights of your tour. We visit the ancient city of Ephesus where St. Paul lived and
preached for three years and to where he subsequently sent his letter to the Ephesians. See the Baths of
Scholastica; the Library of Celsus; the Temple of Hadrian; and the Grand Theatre, the largest theatre in
antiquity having a capacity of 24,000 people and where St. Paul preached. We then visit the Basilica of St.
John where St. John is buried. From here, we drive up to Mt. Koressos and where we visit the house of the
Virgin Mary. Despite many controversies surrounding this claim, the Christian World still favours this belief and
the site has been officially sanctioned by the Vatican for pilgrimage. (B, D)

Day 8 Kusadasi / Miletus / Kusadasi
After breakfast, we will drive to Miletus to visit the ancient site where St. Paul met the representatives of
Ephesus last time before going to Rome. (B, D)
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Day 9 Kusadasi / Pergamum / Assos

Today we visit Pergamum where the first Christians were executed by the Romans. This was the most favoured
of the Seven Churches, and Christianity came here very early. You will see the Temple of Zeus; the Temple of
Athena; the fabled Acropolis and the Royal Gate. Here parchment was developed replacing papyrus. You will
also see Asclepion, from distance one of the foremost healing centre of the ancient world. (B, D)

Day 10 Assos / Troas / Troy / Canakkale

After breakfast, we drive to Troas, where Paul had a vision in which he was called to Macedonia (Greece). Then
visit Troy and see the city famous as the center of the Trojan War, including the legendary Trojan Horse. The
tale of Troy is told by Homer with the lliad and the Odyssey. (B, D)

Day 11 Canakkale / Kavala, Greece
Today we make our way to Ipsala to cross the Turkish/Greek border. Drive to the modern port city of Kavala,
and the ancient Neapolis, where Paul accompanied by Silas, Luke and Timothy, first set foot in Europe. (B, D)

Day 12 Kavala / Philippi / Thessaloniki

Visit Philippi where Paul delivered his first sermon in Europe, sowing the seeds of Christianity. "And from there
(He went) to Philippi, which is the leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman Colony. We remained in
this city some days..." Acts 16:12-18. Here Paul baptized a certain woman named Lydia, the first Christian
convert in Europe. The Roman Forum, completely excavated, is from after Paul's time. Among the ruins, located
on the rocky ledge above the town's main road is the prison where Paul and Silas were thrown. Drive to
Thessaloniki where St. Paul preached in during the winters of 49 - 50 AD and wrote two epistles to the ancient
Thessalonians. (B, D)

Day 13 Thessaloniki / Kalambaka

This morning we see the ramparts of the city and the triumphal Arch of Galerius starting at the Via Egnatia,
once a strategic artery of the Roman Empire. We continue to Kalambaka where we visit Meteora Monasteries,
one of the most striking sights in Greece. Perched on top of huge rocks they seem to be suspended in mid-air
and stand ageless. Here we can see exquisite specimens of Byzantine art. (B, D)

Day 14 Kalambaka / Delphi / Athens

Today we drive to Delphi, surely the most beautiful ancient site in Greece. For the ancient Greeks, Delphi was
quite literally the center of the world, the “navel” of the earth, whose prestige extended far beyond the
boundaries of the Hellenic world. On the slopes of Mount Parnassus, in a landscape of unparalleled beauty and
majesty, lie the ruins of the Sanctuary of Apollo Phthios. Visit the site and the museum before we continue to
Athens.” Men of Athens, | perceive that in every way you are religious. For as | passed along and observed the
objects of your worship, | found also an altar with this inscription “to an unknown God”. What therefore you
worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you...”. (B, D)

Day 15 Athens

Our morning city tour includes the Agora where Paul preached. Here Socrates thought and was forced to drink
the deadly hemlock. On Mars Hill, Paul was brought before the council and delivered his great sermon. You will
visit the ancient town of Acropolis to see the Parthenon, the theatre of Dionyssos, the Temple of the
Wingless Victory and other sights, which reflect the golden age of Greece. This afternoon, visit ancient Corinth
following closely the same route Paul took during his journey. Here you visit the marketplace where Paul
preached to the Corinthians, visit the Temple of Apollo and the Corinth Museum. This evening we will partake
in our farewell dinner. (B, D)

Day 16 Return to Toronto
Today we bid farewell. After breakfast and check out, we will transfer to the airport for our flight home. (B)

It is our intention to operate all tours as described in the itineraries. Local operational situations
occasionally force changes to be made and we reserve the right to do so
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