
 

 

 
PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY LAND 

9 Days 
 
 

Sea of Galilee • Tiberias • Haifa • Magdala • Nazareth • Mount of Beatitudes • Peter’s Primacy 
Capernaum • Caesarea Philippi • Nazareth • Cana • Mt. Tabor • Jordan River • Jericho • Qumran Site  

Dead Sea • Jerusalem • Ein Karem • Shepherd’s Field • Bethlehem 

 

Note: This pilgrimage involves walking at times on cobblestones at times uphill, and requires our guests to board 
and disembark our vehicles several times a day making this tour unsuitable for those with reduced mobility. 

 
Your 9 Day Itinerary 
Day 1 – Depart Canada 
Meet at Toronto Airport for your overnight direct flight to Tel Aviv.   
 
Day 2 – Arrival Tel Aviv / Caesarea Maritime / Haifa / Nazareth 
On arrival in Tel Aviv, proceed to our waiting private coach. First stop is Caesarea Maritime once the ancient 
capital of the Roman province. A short visit here before we continue north to Haifa to visit Stella Maris, a 
Carmelite Monastery with the Madonna of Mt Carmel.  We celebrate Holy Mass here before proceeding to 
Nazareth.  Check in to our hotel and  after a delicious dinner, a well deserved sleep.  (D) 
 
Day 3 – Nazareth / Cana 
This morning, we walk to the Basilica of the Annunciation, that incorporates the cave where the Virgin Mary 
received the news that she would give birth to Jesus.  Visit the Byzantine Church of St. Joseph built, according 
to early traditions, over the carpentry workshop of the Holy family. A short walk away, is the Convent of the 
Sisters of Nazareth where we have a tour of the fascinating excavations discovered there.   Then, we make our 
way to Nazareth Village, an open-air museum that re-enacts village life in Galilee in the time of Jesus .  In the 
afternoon visit Cana, where Jesus performed His first miracle.  Here visit the Franciscan chapel where those 
who wish to can take the renewal of their wedding vows. We return to Nazareth for dinner and overnight. (B, D)  
 
Day 4 - Caesarea Philippi / Sea of Galilee / Mt. Beatitudes / Peter’s Primacy / Capernaum 
Our day starts with a drive north to Caesarea Philippi (also known as Banias) where Jesus came to proclaim 
that He would build His Church. Return to Galilee for a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.  Then, proceed to the 
Mount of Beatitudes, scene of Jesus’ great Sermon on the Mount. A short distance away is the site known as 
“Peter’s Primacy,” the site where, after His resurrection, Jesus met with His disciples and told Peter to “feed my 
lambs; feed my sheep.”  Visit Tabgha, the site of the Feeding of the Five Thousand and Capernaum where 
Jesus began His Galilean ministry.  Finally, we’ll stop at the Magdala Centre, associated with Mary Magdalene. 
(B, D) 
 
Day 5 – Mt. Tabor / River Jordan / Jericho / Bethlehem 
Check out of the hotel, and drive to Mount Tabor, the site of the Transfiguration.  After our descent from Mt 
Tabor, we continue to the Baptismal site on the River Jordan.  Then, to the Dead Sea for an opportunity to 
“float” in the dense water.  We’ll visit the Qumran Site where, the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered housed in 
jars in eleven caves. After a visit here, head down the Jordan Valley to Jericho, the world’s oldest continuously 
inhabited city.  View the Mt of Temptation and see an example of the famous centuries-old Zacchaeus 
Sycamore Tree.  Finally, we go on up to Bethlehem where we check into our hotel. (B, D) 
 
Day 6 – Ein Karem / Bethlehem / Jerusalem 
Begin our day at the Israel Museum for an overview of Jerusalem as it was at the time of Jesus.  Then, proceed 
to the village of Ein Karem, birthplace of John the Baptist.  Walk up the hill to the Church of the Visitation. 
Then, we go on to Beit Sahour to see Shepherd’s Field, Continue to Bethlehem where we visit Manger 
Square in front of one of the oldest of Christian churches, the Church of the Nativity.  Descend into the Grotto 
of the Nativity which marks the spot of the birth of Jesus. We return to Jerusalem for dinner and a well-
deserved rest.  (B, D) 
 



 

Day 7 – Jerusalem / Mount of Olives / Gethsemane / Mt Zion / Upper Room 
After breakfast, we make our way to the Mount of Olives to take in the panoramic view of Jerusalem.  Visit the 
Pater Noster Shrine where Jesus taught His disciples the Lord’s Prayer.  Walking down the “Palm Sunday 
Road” we visit the beautiful little church, Dominus Flevit - “The Lord wept.” At Gethsemane, we ponder Jesus’ 
final night. We visit the Church of All Nations and pray at the “Rock of Agony”. From there continue through 
the Kidron Valley to the house of the High Priest Caiaphas, now called the Church of Peter in Gallicantu.   
Then, go up to Mt. Zion to visit the Upper Room, commemorating the Last Supper.  (B, D) 
 
Day 8 – Jerusalem / Way of the Cross / Emmaus 
Early morning we walk the Via Dolorosa (Way of the Cross) starting at the Antonia Fortress. The Stations of 
the Cross lead us through the markets of the Old City to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  Here is the site of 
Calvary and the empty Tomb of Christ.  We continue with a visit of the Old City.  We’ll visit the Southern Wall 
of the Temple Mount and the Western Wall. In the afternoon, we’ll walk to the Church of St. Anne, the best-
preserved Crusader church in Jerusalem and the Pool of Bethesda.  We’ll walk through the Jewish Quarter to 
see the Roman Cardo and stroll past the Bazaars of the Moslem Quarter.  Late afternoon, visit Qubeibeh, 
also know as Emmaus and visit the Church of the Breaking of the Bread.  (B, D) 
 
Day 9 - Tel Aviv / Toronto 
We have an early departure from Jerusalem on our way to Tel Aviv for our return flight home.   
 


