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PILGRIMAGE TO
FATIMA AND ITALY
15 Days (13 nights)

LISBON * SANTAREM * FATIMA
VENICE * PADOVA * LORETO * ASSISI * LANCIANO * SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO ¢ CASIA * ROME

Your 15 Day ltinerary

Day 1 Depart Toronto

Meet at Toronto Airport for departure to Lisbon. Enjoy complimentary meals and beverage
service during our overnight flight.

Day 2 Lisbon / Santarém / Fatima

Upon arrival in Lisbon, we meet our local Tour Manager and board our waiting coach. Continue
to Santarem, one of the oldest cities in the world. Walk the narrow streets of this quaint town to
the Church of the Holy Miracle where we will see the Oldest Eucharist Miracle ever
recorded. It has been on display here since 1269 A.D. We will have Holy Mass here before
continuing to our final destination today, Fatima, one of the most important Marian shrines in the
World, where we spend the next 2 nights. We arrive to our hotel in time for dinner and
overnight. You may wish to participate in the Rosary and Candlelight Procession tonight. (D)
Overnight — Fatima — 2 nights

Day 3 Fatima

It is in Fatima that The Blessed Mother appeared to three young shepherd children and
stressed to them the importance of praying the Rosary. We start our day with Holy Mass at the
Little Chapel of the Apparitions, an open-air chapel built on the site of the appearances. Then visit the Sanctuary
complex of Our Lady of Fatima, which includes the Basilica; the location of the tombs of the young visionaries,
Francisco Marto and Jacinta Marto, who died in 1919 and 1920 respectively and were beatified in 2000; and, the Hamlet
of Aljustrel, where the children lived, and almost unchanged since 1917. We will walk the
Stations of the Cross to Valinhos, the site of Our Lady’s appearance after the children’s
return from prison. After dinner, we take part in the evening Rosary and Candlelight
Procession. (B, D)

Day 4 Fatima / Lisbon

After breakfast, we depart Fatima and make our way back to Lisbon. Once back in Lisbon,
we have a panoramic tour of this vibrant city. Visit St. Jerome’s Monastery and Saint
Anthony’s Church, which honours the patron saint of lost objects. Our drive will take us to
Belem Quarter; the Belem Tower, also known as St. Vincent’'s Tower, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site; 25 April Bridge and Discoveries Monument; Basilica of the Star and so
much more. Check in to the hotel and the remainder of the day is free for your personal
explorations. (B, D)

Overnight — Lisbon — 1 night
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Day 5 Lisbon / Venice / Padua

An early departure from Lisbon today. We fly to Venice for continuation of our pilgrimage. In Venice, we are met by our
local Tour Manager and board our waiting coach to Padua where St. Anthony is honoured. Despite what it sounds like
from the name, Saint Anthony of Padua was actually born in Lisbon,
Portugal in 1195. Saint Anthony died in 1231 and in 1263 when his body was
transferred to a new Basilica, his body was found to have disintegrated except
for his tongue and vocal cords, both of which are now on display in reliquaries
in the Basilica of Saint Anthony. In addition to the relics of Saint Anthony,
the Basilica is one of the most beautiful in Italy. We will have a guided tour of
the Basilica and Tomb. Our walking tour of Padua will bring us to the
University of Padua, Italy's second-oldest university, established in 1222;
we’'ll pass by The Prato della Valle, not just the largest city square in Padua
but also one of the largest squares in Europe and a popular resting and
strolling area for the locals. Visit the 16th-century Basilica of Santa
Giustina, one of the oldest examples of the Christian faith and architecture in
Padua, and dedicated to Giustina, patron saint of Padua. The Basilica is also
home to the tomb containing the body of St Luke the Evangelist, who was
credited with writing the Gospel according to St Luke. Return to the hotel for dinner and overnight. (B, D)

Overnight — Padua — 2 nights

Day 6 Padua/ Venice / Padua

We spend this day in Venice, one of the most fascinating cities in the
world. Our guided tour will introduce us to so many captivating sites.
First, we visit St Mark's Basilica (Basilica di San Marco), the most
famous of the many churches of Venice and one of the finest
examples of Byzantine architecture in the world. We will have Holy
Mass here. Located just off the Grand Canal, the gleaming basilica
overlooks the Piazza San Marco (St. Mark's Square), filled with
centuries of history and is still the symbolic heart of Venice; see The
Rialto Bridge, one of the four bridges and the oldest spanning the
Grand Canal, and visit the small 15th-century Santa Maria dei
Miracoli. See The Bridge of Sighs, one of the most famous scenes
of the city with Its arched profile, suspended over the water of the
Palazzo Rio. Enjoy some free time to explore on your own before
return to Padua for dinner and overnight. (B, D)

Day 7 Padua/ Loreto

We set off early today to make our way to Loreto, and the great Marian Shrine of Loreto to visit the Holy House of
Nazareth and the Madonna of Loreto. The Holy House of Loreto (Santa Casa di Loreto) has been venerated by
pllgrlms great and smaII including many popes (more than 50) and saints, and numerous miracles and healings have
been reported. This sacred site attracts as many as 4 million Catholic pilgrims and visitors
each year. Transported by angels to this hill in central Italy in 1294, tradition says that this is
the house in which Mary first prayed the Magnificat, where Jesus grew to manhood, and
where the Holy Family lived. Check in to our nearby hotel for dinner and overnight. (B, D)
Overnight — Loreto — 2 nights

Day 8 Loreto / Assisi / Loreto
Today, we’ll take a day trip to Assisi, best known as the birthplace of St. Francis of Assisi
— patron saint of Italy, founder of the Franciscan order, and one of the most popular Catholic
saints in history. Our Holy Father, Pope Francis was inspired by this beloved Saint. A
humble man himself, Pope Francis has spent most of his life rejecting the luxuries of life for
simplicity and humility. The exceptionally well-preserved town of Assisi, with its Roman
ruins, winding medieval streets and sacred shrines, has been a major Catholic pilgrimage

= destination for centuries and is today one of the most popular tourist destinations in Italy. We
begin our day with Holy Mass at the Basilica of St. Francis. After lunch in Assisi, we’ll have
some free time to explore on our own. Later in the afternoon, we continue to Papal Basilica
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of Saint Mary of the Angels (Santa Maria degli Angeli), to visit the Porziuncola, headquarters of St. Francis and his
brothers, and the place to which St. Clare ran away from her family to embrace her call to serve God. Return to our hotel
for dinner and overnight. (B, D)

Day 9 Loreto / Lanciano / San Giovanni Rotondo

Today, we continue to the small, medieval town of Lanciano, and the
Church of St. Longinus where we see the Eucharistic Miracle.

This wondrous event took place in the 8th century A.D. During a Mass of
the Latin Rite, a Basilian monk questioned the real presence of Jesus
Christ in the Holy Eucharist. With doubt in his voice he said the Words
of Consecration and the bread turned into living flesh, and the wine
changed into live blood that formed into five globules representing the
wounds of Christ in each hand and foot, and the wound from the spear
of the centurion. Then, we finish the day in San Giovanni Rotondo, in
time for dinner and overnight. (B, D)

Overnight — San Giovanni Rotondo — 2 nights

Day10 San Giovanni Rotondo / Monte Sant-Angelo / San Giovanni Rotondo
We begin our day with Holy Mass, at Church of Our Lady of Grace (Santa Maria delle
Grazie) at the tomb of Padre Pio, the third most visited Catholic site in the world, after the
Vatican and the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. Following our Mass,
we visit the sanctuary where we will see his cell, his confessional where he spent many
hours directing visiting pilgrims, the crucifix from which he received the stigmata in 1918,
and nearly everything he owned or touched, carefully preserved and labeled. Then, we
continue through the breathtaking Gargano Peninsula, in the northeast of Puglia, on our
way to Monte Saint’ Angelo, the highest point on the promontory (840 meters above sea
level). The town has a charming and picturesque historic center (one of the best in
Puglia), and, of course, the Sanctuary of the Archangel Michael. We visit the grotto to
pray for the protection of Saint Michael and we are rewarded with a panoramic view of the
surrounding countryside. We return to San Giovanni Rotondo for our dinner and overnight.
(B, D)

Day 11 San Giovanni Rotondo / Rome

This morning, after check out, we board our comfortable coach and make our way to Rome, the Eternal City. On arrival,
check in to our hotel near the Vatican and remainder of the day free for personal exploration. (B, D)

Overnight — Rome — 4 nights

Day 12 Rome / Papal Audience & Vatican City

Early this morning, we make our way to St. Peter’s Basilica to attend the Papal Audience and Blessing given by His
Holiness Pope Francis (depending on Vatican schedules). Following the audience, we continue exploring the Rome of
Catholics with our guide. We visit The Basilica of St. Mary Major (Our Lady of the Snows) one of the oldest shrines
dedicated to the Blessed Mother, that contains a relic from manger of the infant Jesus and The Basilica of St. John
Lateran, known as “Cathedral of Rome and of the World." We will visit The Sanctuary of the Holy Stairs (Scala Santa)
where we find the very steps that Christ climbed when he appeared before Pontius Pilate. There are 28 marble steps,
covered in wood but with slots in the wood so that you can see the steps. (B, D)

Day 13 Rome

This morning, we’ll walk over to St. Peter’s Basilica for Holy Mass. Later, we’'ll meet our local guide and drive to the
Chiesa del Sacro Cuore del Suffragio (the Church of the Sacred Heart of the Suffrage) to visit the Museum of the Poor
Souls in Purgatory. Following this visit, we'll return to St. Peter’s Basilica for free time. This afternoon, we’ll continue
our exploration of Catholic Rome with a visit to visit The Basilica of Saint Paul's Outside the Walls, Rome's second-
largest church, housing the tomb of St. Paul under the main altar and the Trevi Fountain. Return to our hotel for dinner
and overnight. (B, D)
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Day 14 Rome / Cascia/ Rome

Today, we have a full day excursion to Cascia, home of Saint Rita of Cascia
and the Eucharistic Miracle of Cascia. Through her simplicity, Saint Rita won
over millions of devotees around the world, looking for a way to cope with
everyday life according to Christian virtues. We visit The Basilica of Saint
Rita where lies her body in a separate chapel as well as some of her relics
including the Crucifix from which she received the Stigmata. You can also view
her cell where she spent the rest of her life. We have lunch at a local
tavernetta, followed by some free time to explore. Late in the afternoon, we
return to Rome. (B, L, D)

Day 15 Return to Canada
After breakfast, we depart for Rome airport for our return flight to Toronto. (B)

It is our intention to operate all tours as described in the itineraries. Local operational situations occasionally force changes to be made
and we reserve the right to do so.
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