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A PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 

ISRAEL AND JORDAN 
12 Days (10 Nights) 

 
Day 1  Depart Toronto 
Board your flight for the start of your journey to Tel Aviv. Complimentary inflight meals and beverage service. 
 
Day 2  Arrive Tel Aviv / Tiberias 
On arrival in Tel Aviv you will be met and transferred to your hotel on the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  Dinner 
will be served at the hotel.  Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Peter in Tiberias. (D) 
Overnight – Mt. Beatitudes, Tiberias (or similar) - 3 Nights 

 
Day 3 Sun March 9 Nazareth / Cana - The Annunciation  
Drive to Nazareth, the site of Mary’s home and the town where 
Jesus lived as a child. First we visit Nazareth Village where we 
have a glimpse of life during the time of Jesus.  We celebrate Mass 
in the Basilica of the Annunciation, and visit the Byzantine Church 
of St. Joseph and Mary’s Well. At the Convent of the Sisters of 
Nazareth one of the nuns will give a tour of the fascinating 
excavations discovered there.  In the afternoon visit Cana, where 
Jesus performed His first miracle at the request of His mother [John 
2:1-11]. There visit the Franciscan chapel where those who wish to 
can perform the renewal of their wedding vows. We return to 
Tiberias. (B, D)  

 
Day 4  Tiberias / Capernaum / Sea of Galilee - The Ministry of Christ in the Galilee 
The day starts at the Mount of Beatitudes, scene of Jesus’ great Sermon on the Mount. Then to Tabgha where 
Jesus fed the crowd of 5,000 and onto the site known as “Peter’s Primacy”. Here, after His resurrection, Jesus 
met with His disciples and told Peter to “feed my lambs; feed my sheep.” [John 21:9]. Enjoy a lunch of St. 
Peter’s Fish. A short drive away is Capernaum, from where Jesus launched his Ministry; see the synagogue 
which dates to the time of Jesus and the church built over the site of Peter’s home. Celebrate Mass in this 
special place. End the day with a Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee and a visit to see the 2,000 year old fishing 
boat discovered in the mud of the Sea of Galilee.  (B, L, D)  
 
Day 5  Mt. Tabor & Caesarea - The Transfiguration  
Today, after breakfast, start the day with a drive to Mount Tabor, the 
site of the Transfiguration, where we have time to reflect on Christ’s 
Humanity and Divinity.  Mass here will be at the Basilica designed to 
represent 3 tents.  Then we head for Caesarea, once the ancient 
capital of the Roman province. Here you view the impressive 
archaeological remains of the Roman and Byzantine city that once 
dominated the region. It was at Caesarea that Peter came to 
understand that the Good News was not for Jews only, but for the 
whole world.  Here he baptized the Roman Centurion, Cornelius, and 
his family.   It was from Caesarea that Paul set sail for Rome, an 
event that eventually brought Christianity to the World. We then will 
make our way to our next destination, Jerusalem.  (B, D) 
Overnight – Notre Dame Centrel, Jerusalem (or similar) - 5 Nights 
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Day 6  Ein Karem / Bethlehem - The Visitation and Nativity 
A short drive takes us to the village of Ein Karem, birthplace of John the Baptist, to visit the church that 
commemorates his memory. Pray the Mystery of the Rosary on the walk up the hill to the Church of the 

Visitation. After a break for lunch on our own, we drive to 
Bethlehem to see the cave at the Shepherds’ Field. The 
caves have soot marks of the fires that the shepherds lit to 
keep warm while watching over their flocks.  
 
 Then to Bethlehem, beginning at Manger Square which 
stands in front of one of the oldest of Christian churches, 
the Church of the Nativity. Enter the Church and proceed 
down to the Grotto of the Nativity which marks the spot of 
Jesus’ birth. Beneath the Altar, there is a silver star with the 
Latin inscription: HIC DE VIRGINE MARIA JESUS 
CHRISTUS NATUS (Here Jesus Christ was born to the 
Virgin Mary.  After Mass at the Church of St. Catherine, 
special shopping time in Bethlehem before return to the 
hotel in Jerusalem. (B, D) 

 
Day 7  Mt. of Olives / Gethsemane / Mt. Zion - Palm Sunday and Agony in the Garden 
From the Mount of Olives we take in the panoramic view of Jerusalem. Then we go to the Pater Noster shrine, 
where Jesus taught His disciples the Pater Noster — The Lord’s 
Prayer (Luke 11:1-4). Continue walking down the Palm Sunday 
Road stop at the beautiful little church, Dominus Flevit - “The 
Lord wept.” It was here that Jesus wept over Jerusalem [Luke 
19:41].  At Gethsemane we reflect on Jesus’ final night. The 
Garden contains trees, the roots of which go back to the time of 
Jesus. Visit the Church of All Nations to pray at the “Rock of 
Agony,” a section of bedrock identified as the place where Jesus 
prayed alone in the garden on the night of His arrest. Through 
the Kidron Valley we take the route along which Jesus, as a 
prisoner, was taken to the house of the High Priest Caiaphas 
where He was interrogated and imprisoned. Now called Peter in 
Gallicantu (“crowing rooster”), this beautiful Church also 
commemorates Peter’s Denial of Christ, his repentance and then 
being forgiven by Jesus. Here we celebrate Mass.  After Mass, 
we go up to Mt. Zion to visit the Upper Room, commemorating the Last Supper. Nearby is the Benedictine 
Church of the Dormition. (B, D) 

 
Day 8 Fri March 14  Via Dolorosa - The Way of the Cross, The 
Crucifixion, The Resurrection 
Early this morning we start the Via Dolorosa (The Way of the Cross) at the 
Antonia Fortress, where Jesus was condemned to death by Pontius Pilate. 
From there He was taken through the city to be crucified. The Stations of the 
Cross lead, through the markets of the Old City to the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher. Here is the site of Calvary and the Tomb of Christ. Attend Mass 
at the chapel in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher.  Afterwards, we will visit 
the Western Wall of the Temple Mount then walk to see the Church of St 
Anne and the Pool of Bethesda, where Jesus healed the crippled man.  (B, 
D) 
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Day 9 Sat March 15 Jerusalem / Mt Nebo / Kings Highway / Petra 
We check out of our Jerusalem hotel this morning and cross the Allenby Bridge into the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan.   We visit Bethany Beyond the Jordan where tradition says that Christ was baptised by John, and where 
excavations have uncovered a complex of Byzantine buildings. Tens of thousands of early Christians came here to 
be baptised in the River Jordan. We then drive up out of the Rift Valley to join the historic King's Highway. We visit 
the Christian village of Madeba to see the ancient mosaic map of the Holy Land.  Drive on to Mount Nebo where 
Moses viewed the Promised Land.  You can see the Jordan Valley, Jericho and the Judean hills beyond. Also see 
the remains of Byzantine church with their mosaic floors. Celebrate Mass at the Church where Pope Benedict 
prayed in 2009. Drive south to Petra for overnight. (B, D) 
Overnight – Petra Movenpick Hotel, Petra (or similar) - 1 Night  
 
Day 10 Sun March 16 Petra / Dead Sea 
We enjoy a full morning to explore the Red Rose city of Petra. Walk to 
the site through the dramatic "ciq" or canyon. See the Treasury, carved 
in the pink stone, and continue past the Roman theatre, the Corinthian 
Tomb and Palace Tomb to the Roman road. In the afternoon we drive up 
to the Dead Sea, the world’s first health resort, for a relaxing “float”.  Its 
surface and shores are 423 metres (1,388 ft) below sea level, Earth's 
lowest elevation on land.  We have dinner and overnight here. (B, D) 
Overnight – Holiday Inn, Dead Sea (or similar) – 1 Night 
 

Day 11 Mon March 17 Jerash / Amman 
Early morning, we drive to the uniquely preserved Roman city of 
Jerash, popularly called the Pompeii of the East. There we see 
the Elliptical Forum, the street of columns, the Temple of 
Artemis and Roman theatres. Return to Amman for Mass in the 
local Catholic Church. We stay in Amman for our final night. An 
early Farewell dinner is planned to leave the remainder of the 
evening for rest before our midnight transfer to the Airport.  (B, 
D) 
 
Day 12 Tue March 18 Return to Canada  
We depart this morning for an early flight to return home.  
 

 
It is our intention to operate all tours as described in the itineraries. Local operational situations occasionally force 

changes to be made and we reserve the right to do so. 
 
 
  

 


